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duty on imports that anybody desired, and free trade
meant any opposition to protection as thus interpreted.
These definitions are not wholly obsolete at the present
day.

In the eyes of President Grant the Liberal movement
in Missouri was something in the nature of a new rebel-
lion, and most of the Republican politicians shared his
views. The necessity of keeping the party in power by
fair means or foul had become a kind of religious tenet.
The spectre of a solid South and a divided North had
been terrifying from the start. What would happen if
the example of Missouri should overspread all of the
reconstructed states? Seymour had carried New York
and New Jersey in the last election. The solid South
added to these would have made him President of the
United States. No wonder that such Senators as Morton,
Chandler, Conkling, and the Southern carpet-baggers,
at the opening of Congress in December, 1870, gave
a chilling reception to all who had taken part in the Lib-
eral campaign of Missouri, or who sympathized with it.
Anything in the nature of investigation of frauds, or of
reform in the civil service, was frowned upon by them.
All who favored such steps were accused of seeking to split
the party and build a new one upon its ruins. This was a
false accusation. The Administration could have averted
the coming revolt by removing its causes. The Nation of
December 8,1870, said with truth:

What has been taken for a desire or design to found a new
party has been simply a design to make the old party attend to
the proper business of the party in power, by legislating for the
necessities of the time. There is a strong disposition on the
part of the old hacks not to do this, but to go on infusing
"economy and efficiency in the collection of the revenue," and
nothing would please them better than that those who are not
satisfied with this should take themselves off and try to estab-g, in case the course of Congress proved
